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Jose M. Lopez Middle School Band 

2020-2021 Handbook 
“Continuing the Tradition of Excellence” 

 

 

The purpose of this bulletin is to acquaint all students and their parents with the workings of the band program at 

Lopez Middle School. The Lopez Bands work towards excellence and accomplishment. This requires 

commitment, cooperation and dedication from students, parents, directors and other school personnel. 

 

Please read this with your child on the Lopez Band’s website at www.lopezband.com. This information is 

lengthy, but all of the items presented are of utmost importance to you. All band members and their parents are 

requested to read this information thoroughly and indicate understanding of the expectations presented on the 

Google Form that will be emailed. If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Garza or Ms. Powell. 

 

How to Contact us 

Mrs. Garza’s email:  kgarza1@neisd.net 

Ms. Powell’s email:  jpowel4@neisd.net 
 

Membership in the Lopez Band is one of the highest honors a student at Lopez can earn. This status 

has been attained with an interview or audition. It is vital to the Lopez Band Program that we have 

every member’s desire to excel and achieve. In return, we will do everything in our power to provide 

an exciting and meaningful educational journey through the musical path that lies ahead.  There is no 

limit to what your child can accomplish.  We believe two things in regards to your child: 

 

1) Your child has unlimited potential. 

 

2)  This potential will never be realized without high goals and expectations 

and the development of individual responsibility and citizenship. 

 

There is no measuring what your child can obtain in the way of insight and sensitivity through the 

process of putting together the magnificent performances to come. Thank you for the opportunity to 

work with your children. We look forward to guiding their musical journey! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Kim Garza    Ms. Jessica Powell 

Director of Bands    Associate Director of Bands 
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Band Placement 
Students are placed in one of the following groups; Honors Band, Symphonic Band, Concert Band or Beginner Band. 

STUDENTS IN THE ADVANCED BANDS MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME OF THE SEMESTER OR YEAR  

based on performance, reliability, citizenship, academic eligibility and the needs of the total band program. Our 

number one goal is to always place a student where we feel they will learn, be challenged and set up for success. 

 

It is a privilege, not a right, to be in the Lopez Band Program. This placement has been earned by an interview, past 

achievement, performance and commitment. No student has been placed in a band class that we do not believe can 

fulfill all of the required expectations. It is each student’s responsibility to maintain membership in good standing in the 

Lopez Band. Changes may occur based on the following: 

 

Audition results, missed sectionals, failure to turn in assignments, missed performances, habitual lateness, class disruption, 

poor citizenship inside or outside of the classroom, lack of effort, inability to perform at the expected level, failure to 

participate in any required function (concerts, contests, etc), academic ineligibility (any report card grade below 70), 

disrespect for any of the directors or guest clinicians, unacceptable behavior within a band function of any kind. 

 

Repeat offenses may result in a schedule change or move out of band, contingent upon individual circumstances.  

The rewards for the above behaviors will be many and of life-long benefit. We would hate to think that any of us, as 

parents, would ever have lower expectations than those presented above for the successful futures of these young students. 
 

2020-2021 Extracurricular Student Code of Conduct 
Disciplinary Information 

 
As generally stated in the North East ISD Student –  Parent Handbook: 

Participation in extracurricular activities represents a position of recognition and often bestows the position of role model upon 
the student participants. For that reason high standards of behavior are expected from students participating in extracurricular activities. 

The opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities is a privilege extended to the students of North East ISD. Participation in 
extracurricular activities places a student in a position of recognition and often bestows the position of role model upon the student 
participants. Any student who elects to accept the privilege of participating in extracurricular activities must recognize that he/she is a 
representative of the school and District, and will be held to a higher standard of conduct than that applied to other students. This applies 
to both school-related and non-school related activities. The student is subject to state law, school district policies, school rules and 
regulations, the organization's requirements, and University Interscholastic League (UIL) rules (if applicable). Students participating in 
extracurricular activities who do not meet these standards of appropriate behaviors could be denied participation in the activity. 
 

As previously stated, extracurricular standards of behavior may take into consideration conduct that occurs at any time, on or off 
school property.  No provision of an extracurricular behavioral standard shall have the effect of discriminating on the basis of sex, race, 

disability, religion, or ethnicity.  Extracurricular activities, such as but not limited to athletics, marching band, pep-squad organizations, where the 
students report for workouts or practices prior to the actual beginning of classes will provide the behavior standards at the time of the first workout or 
practice.  Students and their parents/guardians shall sign and return to the sponsor or coach a statement that they have read the extracurricular 
behavior standards and consent to them as a condition of participation in the activity.  Students who have not returned the statement of extracurricular 
standards will not be permitted to participate in any activity of the organization.  Organizational standards of conduct of an extracurricular activity are 
supplemental to the Student Code of Conduct.  Violations of these standards of conduct that are also violations of the Student Code of Conduct may 
result in independent disciplinary actions. 

A student may be removed from participation in extracurricular activities or may be excluded from school honors for violation of 
organizational standards of conduct of an extracurricular activity or for violation of the Student Code of Conduct (North East Policy FNC 
(Local).  The student is subject to being placed on probation, assigned demerits, placed on probation or other disciplinary actions taken by 
the coach/sponsor/director, depending on the specific circumstances of the misbehavior or violation of the Student Code of Conduct if: 
 

The coach or sponsor or director of the extracurricular organization determines that the Student’s conduct has a negative effect on 
the morale or discipline of other participants in the activity; and/or 
The coach or sponsor or director of the extracurricular organization determines that the student's conduct has an incidental, but real, 
adverse impact on the reputation of the student’s organization, school, or the school district. 

 
The standard conduct will be higher for a student already on probation for a violation of the Student Code of Conduct than one 

who is in good standing as a member of the team or organization at the time a violation occurs. Violations of the Student Code of Conduct 
that pertain to serious and/or persistent misbehavior will be grounds for immediate dismissal from the program when a student is already 
on probation. 
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A student who participates in a University Interscholastic League competition shall be suspended from participating 

in any extracurricular activity sponsored or sanctioned by the school district or the University Interscholastic League if the 

student does not meet the academic requirements developed by the University Interscholastic League and approved by the 

State Board of Education. Current standards require that after a grade evaluation period in which the student received a 

grade lower than the equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100 in any academic class other than an identified honors or advanced 

class. A suspension from an extracurricular activity does not extend beyond the end of a school year. The grade evaluation 

period means the six-week grade-reporting period, or the grade-reporting period thereafter, in the case of a district with a 

grade-reporting period longer than six weeks. Until the suspension is removed or the school year ends, the school shall 

review the grades of a student suspended under this policy at the end of each three-week period following the date on which 

the suspension began.  At the time of the review, the suspension is removed if the student’s grade in each class, other than in 

an identified honors or advanced class, is equal to or greater than the equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100. The principal and 

each of the student’s teachers shall make the determination concerning the student's grade. During the suspension from 

extracurricular activity, the student may practice or rehearse with other students for an extracurricular activity but may not 

participate in a competition or other public performance. 

 

Procedures 

When class meets: -     enter the band hall with calm excitement 

- come immediately to your assigned place and get your instrument out 

- you are disrupting if you are late 

- no gum, food, or drink – ever in any band hall areas/rooms 

- no conversation during the rehearsal 

- play only when conducted by a director 

The basic rule of behavior is – Do nothing that will interfere with either the learning or teaching of our band.  

Remember the teacher has the right to teach and the students have the right to learn. 

 

Consequences 
- one verbal warning 

-      parent contact 

- re-examination of placement within the band program or dropped from band 

 

Grades 

Grades are earned by the following:  daily participation, practice cards, playing tests in class or sectionals, sectional 

attendance, concert attendance and other assignments at the directors’ discretion. A weekly grade is entered for each 

individual based on attitude, having a working instrument, having proper materials for class such as reeds, mouthpiece, 

valve oil and music. Students may re-take playing tests as many times as they wish within the current 9 weeks 

grading period until they receive the grade that they desire.  Appointments need to be scheduled for re-testing and those 

will occur before or after school at the directors’ convenience.  Grades are weighted with the following percentages: 

 

Practice Cards 20% 

Participation 20% 

Sectionals 20% 

Tests 20% 

Concerts 20% 

 

 

ALL STUDENTS NEED THE FOLLOWING FOR DAILY CLASS PARTICIPATION  

Required music/book/binder, pencil, working equipment, necessary reeds, sticks, mallets, maintenance items, etc. and a 

positive attitude. 

 

 

 

Band Lockers 

All band students will have a designated place to leave their instrument in the band hall during the school day. Students are 

responsible for furnishing their own combination lock, and they will give the combination to the directors to keep on file 

for them. Combination locks only. No key locks. Only band supplies/equipment are to be stored in the band lockers 

during the day. Students will sign an agreement understanding all locker and locker-room rules and privileges. Failure to 
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abide by the locker agreement will result in loss of the privilege of having a place to store their instrument throughout the 

day. 

 

Practice Expectations 
All students in the Lopez Band Program should be practicing on a daily basis. All instruments and materials should go 

home each and every day. 30 minutes each day minimum will ensure progress and success and will help students to 

keep an excellent grade in band for the practice card category. 

 

Practice Cards 
 

1. Practice Cards will be issued at the beginning of each nine weeks and are for the entire nine week cycle. 

2. Practice cards are due every Monday. Students may turn in a late practice record on Tuesday for a 10-

point deduction. Practice cards will NOT be accepted after the second day unless the student has had an 

excused absence.  Handwritten practice records or emails will not be accepted. 

3. The practice card will be kept in the student’s band binder. The grading scale is printed on the practice 

card for students to have clear goals of their expectations. 

4. Students will be excused from practicing ONLY when: 

• They are ill 

• There is a death in the family 

• There are unusual circumstances 

Please note the reason on the practice card. All excuses will be considered at the discretion of the directors. 

 

Practice Guidelines for Parents 
Your child’s progress in band will depend a great deal on what is achieved during daily home practice sessions.  Learning 

takes place in school, but proficiency is gained at home.  You can use the following guidelines to help your youngster at 

home. 

 

Time Schedule 
A half-hour a day is the amount of practice time recommended for the average student.  Practicing at the same time every 

day is good, but some flexibility should be built into this schedule.  Don’t bring the world to a halt at 6:30 pm every 

evening because it’s practice time. Kids need time for fun and relaxation just as adults do.  If the situation merits, 

reschedule the practice session to an earlier or later time. 

 

Climate 
Practicing should be done in an area that is free of distractions away from the TV, radio, and family traffic.  Good 

lighting, a straight-backed chair, mirror, metronome and a music stand are definite assets.  Reed players should have 

several reeds available during the practice session. 

 

Encouragement 
Spend some time listening to your youngster practice and offer constructive criticisms.  You do not need to be a former 

band member or musician to be able to hear improvement.  Encourage them to play assignments and tests for you.  Each 

time the student plays for a friend or relative, it helps them to feel more comfortable with a performance or competitive 

event. 

 

Is Your Child Progressing? 
Parents can evaluate practice sessions by asking: 

1. What is your assignment for today? 

2. Am I hearing the same daily warm up each day?  It is important to play the same daily warm up and drill 

before beginning the assigned material. 

3. Am I hearing music that they can already play, or am I hearing attempts at new material? 

4. Is the tone quality becoming more characteristic of the instrument, or is the tone harsh, unmusical, and 

unpleasant? 

5. Does the familiar tune or exercise move along steadily with some sort of fluent rhythm, or is it halting and 

jerky with no steady rhythm? 

Learning how to practice is an important part of playing an instrument! 
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Practice Guidelines for Students 
It’s HOW You Practice That Counts! 

Incorrect habits are sometimes more easily developed than correct habits, and a habit is hard to change so THINK when 

you practice.  Avoid simply going through the motions!  Remember, the playing of your instrument comes through 

development of coordination, just like any athlete.  Patience is a virtue for the ambitious player. 

1. Warm up correctly.  Each instrument should have a separate warm up for home practice that differs from the 

band warm up.  Use a mirror and concentrate on tone quality and embouchure during the long tone warm 

ups. 

2. Set a goal for the practice session.  Don’t try to do too much at one sitting. 

3. Isolate a problem or a section in a piece of music.  It may be a rhythm, a measure, or a line of music.  Repeat 

it over and over many times-just like shooting baskets in the basketball goal.  Practice it slowly at first, and 

then gradually build up the speed using a metronome.  Before you finish the practice session, play the 

difficult measures with the rest of the line or exercise. 

4. Repetition of a problem area reinforces muscle and mental memory. 

5. In difficult technical passages, change the rhythms and articulations in the practice session to develop even, 

accurate, and fluid technique. 

6. Practice involves learning and reinforcing areas that are difficult for the student.  Practice, therefore, is not 

always fun because you must play music that you have not yet mastered.  Try to end each practice session 

with something that is fun to play and that has already been mastered! 

7. Structure your practice session to get the most benefit out of your time. 

 

Private Lessons 
Private lessons are highly recommended and encouraged. The strongest band programs in our state have established the 

importance of private instruction to enhance the student’s education on his/her instrument. A list of teachers and other 

detailed information is available from the band directors and can be located on lopezband.com. NEISD strongly 

participates and supports private instruction programs in the schools because it provides teaching on a one on one basis that 

is proven to be beneficial to any music student. 

 

Sectionals 
All members of the Honors/Symphonic Band (Optional for Concert Band) will have one weekly sectional in the fall. 

Sectionals will begin promptly at the scheduled time.  Grades are given for each sectional.  If you are late, you will NOT 

earn full credit.  SECTIONALS ARE A MAJOR PART OF THE BAND GRADE!  These sectionals are very difficult 

to make-up as they involve valuable feedback and instruction specific to each section of the band and requires 

teamwork from every member of the section. An excused grade will be given when there is illness that requires a student 

to miss the entire school day. If the student is going to be at school for the day, then they need to be at morning sectional.  

Oversleeping is NOT an excuse. Please schedule doctor appointments and tutoring on other days. Please see sectional 

schedule hand out.  

 

Eligibility 
All Band members who earn a report card grade in ANY class below 70 will be unable to participate in contests, concerts 

and functions that occur off campus for the duration of six weeks. THIS IS A STATE LAW. Every member of the LMS 

band is a starter on our team. Players do not sit on the bench in band, therefore, every member’s eligibility is crucial to the 

success of the group. Eligibility issues may affect a student’s band placement. 

 

Band Polo Shirts 

All Beginner Band Members as well as Honors/Symphonic/Concert Band Members are required to have a navy blue band 

polo shirt. This will serve as the informal uniform for the school year as well as years to come. Students will wear blue 

jeans and tennis shoes with the navy polo. Shirts will be tucked in at all times during a performance. Orders will be placed 

the first week of school through the band directors. Polo shirts are $20.00   

 

 

Honors, Symphonic, and Concert FORMAL Uniform Rental 
All Honors, Symphonic, and Concert Band members will need to be measured for Formal Uniform Rentals. 

Included in the Formal Uniform Rental Fee: 

 Boys:  Black tuxedo pants, tuxedo shirt, black vest, black cross tie 

 Girls:  Full length black formal dress 

Students will need to provide the following: 
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- black dress shoes (closed-toed for girls) 

- black dress socks/hosiery (no bare ankles or white socks – EVER!!) 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to turn in their formal uniform at the end of the year in excellent condition. Fines will be 

applied for any damaged uniforms and/or items lost/misplaced. FORMAL Uniform Rental Fees are $20.  Alterations may 

be made to uniforms based on guidelines by the directors to keep the uniformity of the group. FABRIC SHOULD NEVER 

BE CUT WHEN MAKING ALTERATIONS. Fabric tape or light sewing only please as these are used year after year. 

 

Band Program Fee 

The Lopez Band Program fee is required for all band members; however, this fee is not a deciding factor on whether a 

student will be in the band program. If there is a financial concern about the band program fee, please contact the band 

directors in order to make payment arrangements and/or discuss the fee. These fees will be used for such things as:  

clinicians, master class teachers, music, instruments, equipment, entry fees, buses, and other needs of the band program. 

The Band Program Fee is $50. 

 

School-Owned Instruments 
There will be an NEISD instrument fee of $30 for all school-owned instruments. These funds will be placed in the 

district instrument repair budget for Lopez MS and be used to help offset repair expenses incurred by normal wear and 

tear. It is not designed to cover costs from damage (i.e. dents, broken parts) or loss of instrument due to 

theft/misplacement, etc. This type of repair is the responsibility of the student who is using the instrument. A registration 

form must be completed and returned with parent signature. If at all possible, students playing large instruments will be 

issued one instrument for home use and one for school use. Insurance is strongly recommended (see below). Each 

instrument issued will be in mint playing condition. Students are expected to keep the instruments clean and in top 

condition.  Basic supplies must be purchased and repairs must be made just like personally owned instruments. Remember, 

many school-owned instruments exceed a value of $3,000.00. 

 

Insurance 

You are strongly encouraged to insure personal and school instruments. The district does not carry insurance on school-

owned instruments. Some homeowner policies cover band instruments even if they are school-owned. You may contact 

Music Agency, Inc. Phone # 1-800-421-1283, www.musicagency.com, as another resource if your home owner’s insurance 

does not cover. 

 

Jazz Band 
Auditions for jazz band will take place towards the end of September if there is enough student interest at the time. 

Auditions will be for the following instruments: Alto Sax, Tenor Sax, Bari Sax, Trumpet, Trombone, Bass Guitar, Electric 

Guitar, Drum Set, and Piano. Students will learn about and perform different jazz/big band styles including: Swing, Latin, 

and Rock. The jazz band will perform for school concerts as well as other community events. The jazz band rehearses 

outside of the school day as it is not offered as a course at Lopez MS. 

 

Full Orchestra 
Members of the band will be appointed to the full orchestra by director recommendation in the fall semester. These students 

will participate with the orchestra at Lopez concerts and U.I.L. contest events. Students will be responsible for outside of 

school rehearsals. Details and a rehearsal schedule will be sent home at a later date.       

 

Fundraiser 
Lopez Band members will have an opportunity to participate in a fundraiser. More information later. 

 

Region Band & Region Orchestra 

All Honors Band members are highly encouraged to present the quality of the Lopez Band program by auditioning for 

acceptance into the Region XII Middle School Band with the top chairs receiving placement in the Region Orchestra. This 

is primarily what sectional time is spent toward in the fall. Region auditions will be happening virtually this year. 

Students will have a window of December 5-9 to record audition material. Judging will occur December 12-13. 

Students selected to the Region Band will be awarded a patch. There will be no clinic and concert this year. 

  

 

 

http://www.musicagency.com/
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UIL Contest 
The Sweepstakes Award-Winning Honors and Symphonic Bands will compete in UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest 

in the spring. It is important that the students are eligible for this contest and attend their weekly sectional to prepare for this 

contest. UIL is March 25th for Symphonic Band and March 26th for Honors Band. 

 

Houston Trip 

Advanced Band Members will have the opportunity to attend our annual band trip. We will once again be traveling to 

Houston to compete in a state-wide music festival.  The contest/Houston Trip is Friday, April 16th. Details will be sent 

home at a later date. 

 

Solo And Ensemble Contest 
All band members may elect to participate in solo and ensemble contest. This is truly a unique opportunity for each student 

to express and improve his/her musicianship. Solo and Ensemble Contest is Tuesday, April 27th, at Lopez 

 

Beginner Band Contest 
Beginner Band Members will have the opportunity to attend a beginner band only band trip. We will be traveling to Seguin 

to compete in the contest and then spend the rest of the day at ZDT’s Amusement Park. The Beginner Band contest/trip is 

Friday, May 14th.  Details will be sent home at a later date. 

 

Concert Etiquette 
1. If it is necessary for you to leave during the performance, please leave between musical selections or between the band 

changes. 

2. If you arrive late, do not enter the auditorium during a performance.  Wait until the selection ends and take your seat 

quickly during the applause. 

3. Immediately leave the performance if you have a crying baby or noisy youngster.  Recordings are usually being made 

of the performance and the noise is also distracting to those around you. 

4. Do not walk around to talk during a performance.  You are to stay seated and quiet when a group is performing.  Be 

respectful to each performing group; they have all worked hard. 

5. Whistling and cheering is not appropriate for a concert performance.  Show your appreciation for a band performance 

by clapping.  An exceptional performance can be recognized by extended applause and/or standing while applauding. 

6. Please turn all cell phones OFF during a performance or set them to vibrate only. 

 

Band Parent Volunteers 
Much of the success of the Lopez band program is in large part due to a strong and supportive community. Parent help is 

requested throughout the year for various events. You must be cleared by NEISD to help volunteer at any event this year.  

Simply visit the NEISD home web page at www.neisd.net to fill out the necessary form. 
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